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Once again, we are long overdue for writing a newsletter and after a summer of ministry we
thought that now more than ever was the right time. It was a busy summer at Big Sky. A very
busy summer. While many ministries are struggling due to lingering effects of Covid-19, by God’s
grace we had more campers than ever
before. We hosted 1,221 campers this
year and before that our record was
1,067. Camps filled up early and we
stretched our capacity for the facility
and our staff to the limits. There were
some weeks where there was not an
open bed to sleep on anywhere on our
property.
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While the high numbers at camp were
great, what was most exciting about
the summer for me was the extraordinary and miraculous amount of fruit
from our labors that the Lord graciously showed us this summer. Our staff meetings were fun as
we got to hear about campers responding to the Gospel with great questions and many times in
repentance and faith for the first time. In the midst of a sinful world, what a comforting truth
that God is still miraculously saving people from the power of sin and death!
Personally, this summer was much different. Camp was able to hire 4 leadership staff to help me
with programming which was a huge blessing. This meant that I could do more of the administrative work of my job and had to do less in front of the campers. While I did miss some of the
interactions I normally got with campers, due to our large numbers, the Lord knew I wouldn't
have been able to handle this summer without the program staff he brought here to help. I was
able to spend more time ministering to our staff and dealing with the tough issues at camp that
come with the job and for that I am very
grateful.
As we enter the fall, I am looking forward
to working with many of our guest groups
we were unable to have last fall due to
the pandemic; reconnecting with them
and serving them in various ways. I am
also really excited to read a book with our
full time staff called Disability and the
Gospel: How God uses our brokenness to
display his grace by Michael S. Bates.

We had a very fun summer as a family. As the kids have become
older and braver, the lake is a common place for our family to be.
They also love to ride bike and play on the new playground at
camp that Pop-Pop Derstine finished this summer. Some other
highlights from the past few months include a visit from Ryans’
parents in May, a visit from Amandas’ parents and sister in July, a
couple of camping trips, a trip to Silverwood Theme Park last week,
Amanda starting a new garden that has yielded a lot of vegetables
and Abram and Naomi attending day camp together.
As you would expect with 4 kids, ages 6 and under, there is never a
dull moment in our house and the Lord graciously has gifted us
with one more! Amanda is due with our 5th child at the end of
February and we look forward to welcoming him or her into our
family. We are so grateful to God that he would put these children in our care, for the opportunity to share the love of God with them and, by God’s grace, eventually send them out into
the world as ambassadors for Christ. We continue to pray for their salvation and point them to
Christ; The Good Shepherd, Savior and King.
As a family we have also enjoyed being more involved in our church. Ryan had some opportunities to preach at Sunday evening services and one Sunday morning as well as becoming an elder
in May. Amanda has had the privilege of discipling a couple of younger girls throughout the
Spring and Summer and both of us are excited to continue in ministry this fall. The kids are typically disappointed when we are not with families from the church. Our church has been a great
gift from God to us!
The school year has begun in our home and all are eager to learn! Amanda is humble for the
privilege to homeschool our kids. Abram started 1st grade and Naomi has entered Kindergarten.
Ruth jumps in on school when it involves something fun like a craft and Hosea continues to destroy all of the kids crafts. Ryan began attending Reformed Baptist Seminary (online) in pursuit of
a Master of Divinity degree. Pray for the Lord’s grace as we continue to learn and serve Him!
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